


Honorable Jim Sasser 2.

We are, of course, sensitive to the concerns of both users of private land
mobile radio spectrum and R/C hobbyists. We will, therefore, take into
careful consideration all their comments. Your constituents' concerns will
be fully evaluated when we develop final rules in this proceeding. As
indicated in the Notice, we remain convinced that without significant
regulatory change in radio operations in the bands below 512 MHz, the quality
of communications in the private land mobile radio services will continue to
deteriorate to the point of endangering public safety and the national
economy.

We want to thank you for your interest in this proceeding. Comments on the
proposals set forth in the Notice are due May 28, 1993, and Reply Comments are
due July 14, 1993. We expect final rules to be issued in 1994, Ve urge your
constituents to file formal comments on all aspects of the proposals.

Sincerely,

.E.éi(/kalph é aller

Chief, Private Radio Bureau
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January 25, 1993

Senator Jim Sasser

363 Russell

Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Sasser:

I am very active in several local clubs whose members enjoy
constructing and operating radio-controlled model airplanes. I
personally own several R/C models and have a workshop full of other
products necessary to operating my models. One club I belong to
has recently constructed a new flying site in an area that will
stop severe erosion problems and enhance surrounding property.
This club spent in excess of $15,000.00 grading, watering systen,
seeding and controlling run off of top soil.

I am very concerned about the proposed rule that is currently under
consideration by the Federal communications Commission (FCC). The
proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted the new rule will
greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently assigned for

R/C model use ‘and increase the risk of accidents and attendant
liability.

Our radio-control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band. This band
is primarily used for private land mobile dispatch operations.
However, our radio-control frequencies in this band are far enough
apart from the land mobile frequencies that we have been able to
share the band without either use interfering with the other.

The Notice of Proposed Rule Making (NPRM) in PR Docket 92-235
replaces Part 90 of the rules with a new Part 88. Part 90 allows
for safe use of R/C aircraft and surface models by keeping 10 Khz
spacing between fixed commercial users and frequencies used by R/C
enthusiasts. The new Part 88 will allow mobile users on
frequencies within 2.5 Khz of frequencies available to us,
eliminating safe use of at least 31 of the 50 channels on the 72
MHz band (for R/C aircraft) and 10 of the 30 frequencies on the 75
MHz band (for R/C cars and boats) now used by hobbyists. In fact,
more channels will likely be affected.

When we operate our R/C models, we go to great lengths to assure
the safety of the operators and bystanders and the protection of
property. Many of our safety precautions involve the careful
coordination and use of the radio controls frequencies. If the
nunber of usable frequencies is diminished as proposed by the FCC,
the remaining frequencies will become congested and the margin of
safety will be greatly decreased.



I don’t think it is wise of the FCC to seek to expand the operation
conditions of land mobile radio users at the expense of the radio-
control modelers. The FCC may not think we are as important as
business users of radio, but we have a considerable investment in
our models and in our radio equipment. It is a sizeable industry
that must be saved from these detrimental FCC actions. The hobby
provides many hours of enjoyment to hundreds of thousands of people
like myself and contributes to the advancement and development of
the commercial aviation industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not
allowing the FCC to carry out its proposal PR Docket 92-235 for the
72-76 MHz band. We will need your help urgently because the FCC
has a deadline of February 26, 1993 after which it may become more
difficult to avoid halting these proposals from going into effect.

Thank you for your help in this important matter.

Sincerely, ﬂ / M
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